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WHO IS MY NEIGHBOR?




See, | am doing a new thing!
Now It springs up;
do you not perceive it?
| am making a way in the wilderness
> and streams in the wasteland.

ISAIAH 43:19




"Therefore if any man be in Christ, he
1S a new creature: old things are
passed away; behold, all things

are become new."




5 Significant Life Changes in your
Lifefime!







Population, Household & Family Trends
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usehold data is not projected out 10 years.




Current Year Racial/Ethnicity as Percentage of Pop
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Phase of Life Changes
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omparative Index: Study Area to State by Level
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Median HouseholdIincome by Race and Ethnicity
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Householdswith Children Under 18 Compared to
>iate
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Marital Status: Comparison to the State
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Comparison of Study Area to State
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Comparison of Blue and White Collar

Employment
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Generations Current Year Percentage
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Strauss and Howe Generations: Projected Percentages
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Significant Community Concerns
Study Area Compared to National Average

BstudyArea @ National Average
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ife Concerns

Ongoing impact of COVID-19 20.3 Extremely Strong Concern
Social & political tensions/discord 8.0 Extremely Strong Concern
Health crisis/illness 4.1Very Strong Concern

Racism/racial injustice 3.9Strong Concern

Financing the future/savings/retirement 3.8Strong Concern
Fear of the future or the unknown 3.7Strong Concern

Losing weight/diet issues2.8 Strong Concern

Personal health problems 2.6S8trong Concern

legal immigration 2.5Strong Concern

Stress/time to relax 2.4Strong Concern

Quality of children’s education 2.4Strong Concern

2 Making the right choices/finding direction 2.2Strong Concern
3 Day-to-day financial matters 2.1Strong Concern

4 Time for friends/family  2.1Strong Concern

Mental health issues 2.0Strong Concern
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ELCA Church Study

» According to projections from the
Evangelical Lutheran Church in America’s
(ELCA) Office of Research and Evaluation,
the whole denomination will have fewer
than 67,000 members in 2050, with fewer
than 16,000 in worship on an average

Sunday by 2041.




Average Weekly Worship
Attendance 2017-2041
Projections

1,500,000

x
=T
<
2>
L
L
o
Ly
=
=
— |
—
-l

899,000

604,601

15,811

2017 2025 2041

Source: ELCA Office of Planning, Research and Evaluation




Church Attendance

Reported vs. actual

Affiliates with a religion 65.6%

45.5%
Attends at least once a year

48.4%

29.8%
Attends at least once a month

22.1%

Attends at least once a week
I Self-reported (Pew Survey)

B cCeliphone Data
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2 Quality se
3 Traditiona

relationships

community

ority List  Ministry or Program
Warm and friendly encounters

Mmons
WOrship experiences

4 Opportunities to develop personal
Opportunities for volunteering in the
6 Holiday programs/activities

/ Adult social activities
8 Celebration of sacraments



10 of 25 reasons for considering NOT participating in
hurch

1 Didn't feel welcome
2 Religion too focused on money
3 Wasn't supportive during crisis/time of nee
4 Don’t believe in God
Moved from community
6 Religious People too Judgmental
/7 Don'’t trust religious leaders
8 Conflicts in religious community
? Wasn't relevant to my life
10 Not Invited




Church s not simply a
building or a formal community
meeting, it is who we are—a

people who have been formed
out of a direct encounter with
God In Jesus Christ.




|

cAN | BE A CHRISTIAN
ANDNUT G0 TUCHURCH?




7 Genuine Advantages of Small Churches
(and 2Sizable Problems)
1. Family Feel

2. Quick In’re%raﬁon of New People
3. Simpler Systems

4. Earthed Preaching
5. Shepherding Suits More Pastors
6. Less staff

/. Pastoral Lifestyle
ﬂ'wo Sizablé::oblems of Smaller Churches

. The Church Bully
Pastoral Feelings of Inferiority




A glimpse into the future Church

» ]. Less ingathering and more going out

» 2. Small groups meeting in homes

= 3. Sunday-Monday faith connection- Doing the faith together
» 4. More emphasis on spirituality

= 5. Faith is both head and Heart

» 6. Faith life experience is priceless

» 7. Move from Building to street
» 8. Where everybody knows your name and cares




=» Questions

» Comments

» Suggestions




»Go in Peace

»Serve the Lord

®»Thank youl!




